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113TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. CON. RES. 26 

Recommending the posthumous award of the Medal of Honor to Sergeant 

Rafael Peralta. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 19, 2013 

Mr. HUNTER (for himself, Mr. BECERRA, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. TURNER, Mr. 

JONES, Mr. GRIMM, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. PETERS of Cali-

fornia, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. COOK, Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois, Mr. 

GALLEGO, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 

GUTHRIE, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr. MUR-

PHY of Pennsylvania, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. SOUTHERLAND, Mr. DENHAM, 

Mr. AMODEI, Mr. ISSA, Mrs. ROBY, Mr. RUNYAN, and Mrs. DAVIS of 

California) submitted the following concurrent resolution; which was re-

ferred to the Committee on Armed Services 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Recommending the posthumous award of the Medal of Honor 

to Sergeant Rafael Peralta. 

Whereas in November 2004, the Marine Corps led combat 

operations to retake the insurgent stronghold of Fallujah, 

Iraq, as part of Operation Phantom Fury; 

Whereas Marine Corps Sergeant Rafael Peralta and thou-

sands of other Marines entered the city of Fallujah, com-

ing into immediate contact with the enemy and engaging 

in some of the most intense combat of the entire Iraq 

war; 
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Whereas Sergeant Peralta, serving with 1st Battalion, 3rd 

Marines, cleared scores of houses for days and on No-

vember 14, 2004, asked to join an under-strength squad; 

Whereas the following morning, as Sergeant Peralta and his 

squad of Marines cleared their seventh house of the day, 

a close-quarter firefight erupted; 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta, attempting to move out of the line 

of fire, was hit in the back of the head by a fragment 

from a ricocheted bullet; 

Whereas the insurgents, in the process of fleeing the house, 

threw a fragmentation grenade through a window, land-

ing directly near the head of Sergeant Peralta; 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta reached for the grenade and pulled 

it into his body, absorbing the blast and shielding the 

other Marines who were only feet away; 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta, on November 15, 2004, made the 

ultimate sacrifice to save the lives of his fellow Marines; 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta was posthumously recommended 

by the Marine Corps and the Department of the Navy for 

the Medal of Honor; 

Whereas seven eyewitnesses confirmed that Sergeant Peralta 

smothered the grenade with his body, with four of the ac-

counts, taken independently, stating that he gathered the 

grenade with his right arm; 

Whereas the historical standard for the Medal of Honor is 

two eyewitness accounts; 

Whereas in 2008, Sergeant Peralta’s Medal of Honor nomi-

nation was downgraded to the Navy Cross after an inde-

pendent panel determined that Sergeant Peralta could 

not have deliberately pulled the grenade into his body due 
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to his head wound, despite seven eyewitness accounts 

stating that he did so; 

Whereas in 2012, new and previously unconsidered evidence, 

consisting of combat video and an independent pathology 

report, was submitted to the Department of the Navy; 

Whereas based on the new evidence, a review of the case was 

initiated; 

Whereas in December 2012, despite an announcement of the 

Navy’s support for upgrading Sergeant Peralta’s Navy 

Cross to the Medal of Honor, the upgrade was declined; 

Whereas the citation for Sergeant Peralta’s Navy Cross 

states, ‘‘without hesitation and with complete disregard 

for his own personal safety, Sergeant Peralta reached out 

and pulled the grenade to his body, absorbing the brunt 

of the blast and shielding fellow Marines only feet away’’; 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta wrote to his brother in the days 

preceding his death, saying, ‘‘I’m proud to be a Marine, 

a U.S. Marine, and to defend and protect the freedom 

and Constitution of America. You should be proud of 

being an American citizen.’’; 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta, who was born in Mexico and im-

migrated with his family to San Diego, California, en-

listed in the Marine Corps on the same morning he re-

ceived his proof of permanent residence, commonly known 

as a green card; and 

Whereas Sergeant Peralta and his fellow Marines are an in-

spiration for their service, selflessness, and sacrifice: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 1

concurring), That Congress— 2
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(1) honors Sergeant Rafael Peralta, as a Mexi-1

can-American who joined the Marine Corps on the 2

same day he received his permanent residence sta-3

tus, for his dedication to the Marine Corps and the 4

United States and for upholding the highest stand-5

ards of military service; 6

(2) recognizes that Sergeant Peralta’s coura-7

geous and selfless actions in combat saved the lives 8

of his fellow Marines; 9

(3) concurs with the Marine Corps and the De-10

partment of the Navy that Sergeant Peralta’s ac-11

tions are in the spirit and tradition of the Medal of 12

Honor; 13

(4) maintains that, consistent with previous 14

Medal of Honor awards, the eyewitness accounts 15

confirm that Sergeant Peralta deliberately pulled the 16

grenade into his body and the eyewitness accounts 17

should be the leading and deciding factor in evalu-18

ating Sergeant Peralta’s Medal of Honor nomina-19

tion; and 20

(5) recommends that Sergeant Peralta be post-21

humously awarded the Medal of Honor. 22

Æ 

VerDate Mar 14 2013 01:00 Mar 20, 2013 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HC26.IH HC26sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-05-06T14:01:59-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




